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Cultures in Contact: World Migrations in the 
SerondMillennium. Dirk Hoerder. Durham 
and London: Duke University Press, 2002. 
Pp. 779. 

TWAFILOS TWAFILOPOULOS 
University of Toronto 

As its subtitle suggests, Cultures in Contact is 
an ambitious work. Dirk Hoerder’s self- 
appointed task is nothing less than retelling 
the history of world migration for the past 
one thousand years. As if this were not 
enough, Hoerder endeavors to do this in a 
decidedly revisionist manner, eschewing the 
“Atlanto-centric” perspectives that have 
marked orthodox migration histories and 
bringing subaltern groups, especially 
women, back into the story. Hoerder’s 
“comprehensive approach” is just that: in 
his estimation, migration history must inte- 
grate various levels of analysis, joining glob- 
al structures, regional “migration systems,” 
and individual men and women. Migration 
must be thought of comprehensively, to en- 
sure that various modes of voluntary and 
forced movements are recognized; doing so 
allows us to better see how migration has 
been “ubiquitous and ever-present” in world 
history, transforming cultures both by 
bringing groups together and tearing societ- 
ies apart. Hoerder warns against deperson- 
alizing structural frameworks and relies in- 
stead on a “holistic material-emotional ap- 
proach that operates at the “mesolevel” and 
takes individuals’ choices - as influenced by 
economic, kin, and political structures - 
into account. 

Cultures in Contact is divided into 
four parts and twenty chapters. Part I ex- 
amines the “Judeo-Christian-Islamic Medi- 
terranean and Eurasian Worlds to the 
1500s”; Part I1 focuses on “Other Worlds 
and European Colonialism to the Eigh- 
teenth Century”; Part 111 takes up “Inter- 
continental Migration Systems to the Nine- 
teenth Century”; while Part IV looks at 

“Twentieth-Century Changes.” Individual 
chapters span a broad range of topics, from 
the beginnings of colonial contact, to the 
slave trade, the Holocaust, and the plural- 
ization of European and North American 
countries after World War 11. The book in- 
cludes 71 maps, 133 pages of notes, a 24- 
page bibliography, and an extensive index. 

Hoerder has produced an important 
text that will be of great interest not only to 
migration scholars but also to all historians 
and social scientists interested in under- 
standing how migration has shaped the 
modern world. He succeeds admirably in 
including women in this story, revealing just 
how important gender has always been in 
the history of migration. The move away 
from an “Atlanto-centric” perspective also 
pays dividends, as the reader is treated to 
extremely interesting discussions of migra- 
tion outside of Europe and North America. 
Hoerder’s analysis of population collapse, 
resettlement, and “ethnogenesis” in post- 
contact Latin America in chapter 8 is exem- 
plary, as is his discussion of Asian contract 
labor systems and transpacific migration in 
chapter 15. More generally, the decision to 
examine a broad range of migration systems 
over a long period of time reveals patterns 
and parallels that are often neglected in even 
the best research on migration. Hoerder 
makes clear that migration has always cata- 
lyzed both pluralization and conflict, as 
groups negotiate relations and reconfigure 
cultural norms in light of religious, linguis- 
tic, and other differences. At the same time, 
he does an excellent job of pointing out how 
historically unique structures and ideolo- 
gies, such as the sovereign nation-state and 
scientific racism, have influenced percep- 
tions of “self‘ and “other,” leading to dis- 
tinct outcomes in particular times and 
places. Hoerder’s attentiveness to both 
broad commonalities and variation is im- 
pressive and instructive. 

Cultures in Contact’s shortcomings, 
such as they are, are mainly stylistic. At 
times, Hoerder’s erudition overwhelms his 
narrative, as facts and admittedly interesting 
asides are packed into sentences and para- 
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graphs that are not always well connected. 
The overall effect can be wearying. While 
this is probably unavoidable in a work of 
this type, one wonders whether Cultwes in 
Contact might have been even more effec- 
tive had it been assiduously edited and more 
sharply focussed. 

This criticism is not meant to detract 
from what is a genuinely important contri- 
bution to the study of migration. Hoerder 
has written a seminal work that will serve as 
an essential source for historians, social sci- 
entists, and anyone interested in under- 
standing how migration has shaped the past 
and continues to shape the future. Cclltures 
in Contact deserves a wide readership and is 
highly recommended. 

Turkey in Germany: The Transnational 
Sphere of  Deutschkei. By Betigiil Ercan Ar- 
gun. New York and London: Routledge, 
2003. Pp. 199. 

DIRK JACOBS 
Universitk Libre de Bmelks and KUBrussel 

In Turkey in Germany: The Transnational 
Sphere of Deutscbkei, Betigiil Ercan Argun 
sets out to deliver a better understanding of 
Turkish domestic politics by looking at 
“Turkish civil society outside of Turkish na- 
tional boundaries” (p. 6) .  She argues that 
investigating associational and political life 
of Turks in Germany helps to understand 
politics in Turkey proper. Indeed, associa- 
tions have been allowed to flourish in Ger- 
many and political identities have become 
more sharpened in the diaspora. Given the 
liberal regime in Germany, political ideas on 
Turkey could often be ventilated more 
freely in Germany than in Turkey itself. It 
thus makes sense to investigate “Deutsch- 
kei” - an inventive amalgam of the German 
words “Deutschland” and “Tiirkei” - to 
learn more about Turkish politics. 

Betigiil Ercan Argun convincingly 
defends this seemingly twisted research 
strategy by pointing to the importance of 
transnational flows of ideas, strategies, in- 
formation and money. One striking and im- 

portant example is that the privatization and 
commercialization of the Turkish media 
was triggered by a ‘pirate’ satellite TV sca- 
tion beaming out of Germany into Turkey 
and thus challenging the position of the 
state controlled TRT. In discussing “Deut- 
schkei” and Turkish politics, Argun focuses 
on discourses and activities of the Alevis, the 
Kurds, the ultranationalists and the Islam- 
ists. She shows how these groups have been 
able to raise their voice and influence Turk- 
ish politics in direct and indirect manners 
through (discursive) activities in Western 
Europe and Germany in particular. Appar- 
ently, the book, which is dated 2003, had 
already been finalized when the moderate 
Islamist AK Party (Justice and Development 
party) took power in Turkey in November 
2002 after a landslide victory. It is thus a 
pity that Tayyip Erdogan, who became the 
Turkish prime minister in March 2003, is 
only cursorily mentioned - and, strangely 
enough, is suggestively linked to the funda- 
mentalist Siileymancilar movement. 

Apart from this shortcoming, it is, 
however, fair to say Argun’s book can be 
read as a very welcome introduction to 
Turkish associational life in Germany (and 
Western Europe at large, for that matter) 
and even as a good guide to Turkish politics 
in general, as the author had set out to do. 
Although the book can and will be very 
helpful for students of Turkish politics and 
especially of Turkish associational and po- 
litical life in Western Europe, its major flaw 
is its lack of methodological transparency. 
Argun merely notes she made use of elite 
interviews, content analysis and discourse 
analysis without explaining what she actu- 
ally did in terms of data collection and - 
more importantly - data analysis. That is a 
pity, since the author furthermore notes: 
“the evidence presented here is not hard- 
core scientific data, but of a rather anecdotal 
and anthropological sort to illustrate certain 
kinds of relationships” (p. xiii). Suggesting 
that qualitative methodology can only lead 
to ‘soft-core scientific data’ would be miss- 
ing the point here. Science - social science 
included - is about methodological trans- 
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parency, regardless whether the data used is 
of a quantitative or a qualitative nature. 
Without transparency, we cannot judge 
whether a study is good science. 

Hispanic Spaces, Latino Places: Community 
and Cultural Diversity in Contemporary 
America. Edited by Daniel D. Areola. Aus- 
tin: University of Texas Press, 2004. Pp. 
334. $24.95. 

ALTM J. CRAVEY 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Cantinas, taco joints, street-corner labor 
markets, and brightly colored murals are 
some of the visible markers of Mexican, Do- 
minican, Guatemalan, and Latino settle- 
ment in contemporary United States com- 
munities. This collection of papers by cul- 
tural geographers explores the impact of 
Latinos on everyday landscapes throughout 
the United States: business districts, resi- 
dential neighborhoods, and urban soccer 
fields. Reading these landscapes closely, 
these scholars provide colorful descriptions 
of local places that are claimed or indelibly 
transformed by Latinos. 

In chapter one, Daniel Areola sets 
up a wider context for thirteen locally-based 
contributions, documenting broad demo- 
graphic patterns in Latino settlement at na- 
tional and regional levels. He effectively il- 
lustrates this with maps of census data at the 
state and county level. Areola briefly lays 
out some of the complexity behind the eth- 
nic label “Latino” and its counterpart “His- 
panic.” Individual maps of the settlement 
patterns of Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Cu- 
bans, Guatemalans, Salvadorans, Colombi- 
ans and Ecuadorans demonstrate strikingly 
divergent patterns of the larger national 
groups. The dominant national group is 
Mexican, and Mexicans vastly outnumber 
other major Latino groups in the United 
States comprising nearly six of every ten La- 
tinos. 

The narrative quickly moves on in 
Part One to consider two specific locations 
of “continuous settlement”: Laredo, Texas 

and Las Vegas, New Mexico. Part Two ex- 
amines the local cultural landscapes in San 
Francisco, San Diego, and Los Angeles - 
places where Latino dominance has faded to 
some degree, as Anglos (and others) have 
become more numerous, termed “discon- 
tinuous settlement” in Areola’s heuristic 
organizational schema. Part Three, the larg- 
est section of the volume, investigates eight 
“new communities”: ethnic transformation 
in New York City; metropolitan Washing- 
ton firtbol leagues; Cleveland, Ohio; Kansas 
City; Northern Nevada; Phoenix, Arizona; 
the American South; and Hereford, Texas. 

These individual case studies high- 
light the central theme of cultural diversity. 
For the most part, these scholars analyze 
local cultural landscapes. For instance, Jef- 
frey S. Smith asserts the significance of com- 
munity celebrations in the plaza of a historic 
New Mexico town. In a similar fashion, 
Marie Price and Courtney Whitworth sug- 
gest that recent migrants in Washington, 
D.C. carve out social spaces on soccer fields 
that simultaneously serve as reminders of 
distant “home” places while providing new- 
comers with contacts and information 
about possible jobs and accommodations in 
their new “home.” 

The authors are surprisingly casual 
about word choices that demonize, or natu- 
ralize racist attitudes toward, Latino immi- 
grants. Why reinforce negative notions by 
using such adjectives as “illegal” immigrants 
(p. 30) when there are more objective ways 
to convey the information that a person is 
unauthorized? Likewise, the metaphor of 
various ethnic groups “invading” neighbor- 
hoods (p. 163) should be avoided by schol- 
ars who want to understand migrants and 
migration. Words and their meanings have 
consequences and more so in times when 
international migration issues are entangled 
with contentious debates and actions con- 
cerning terrorism, especially in the United 
States. Hispanic Spaces, Latino Places pro- 
vides a window on contemporary cultural 
transformations in the United States, but, 
for the most part, does not probe the origins 
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of these dramatic landscape transforma- 
tions. 

The Migrant? Table: Meak andMmories in 
Bengali-American Households. By Krish- 
nendu Ray. Philadelphia: Temple Univer- 
sity Press. 2004. Pp. 241. 

DIDITI MITRA 
Brookdale Community College 

In The Migrant? Table: Meak andMemories 
in Bengali-American Households, Krish- 
nendu Ray examines the relationship be- 
tween food and the construction of identity 
among middle-class Hindu Bengali- 
Americans (an ethnic group from West 
Bengal, India). Ray seeks to explain the re- 
lationship between modernity, globalization 
and identity formation. Ray’s methodology 
includes a survey of 126 Bengali-American 
households selected from the Directory of 
Bengalis of North America (1994) which 
represents a total of 436 individuals, an eth- 
nography of three Bengali American house- 
holds conducted over three summers, a re- 
view of sociological and anthropological lit- 
erature and, finally, his own “experience as 
an Indian immigrant in the United States 
undergirds the whole project” (p. 9). Ray’s 
analysis is also informed by a survey entitled 
A Study ofFood Habits in Calcutta published 
in 1972 by the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID). 

Ray’s work makes important contri- 
butions to the scholarship on Indian immi- 
grants in America. Unlike most research on 
Indian immigrants that has provided large- 
scale analyses of this immigrant group, Ray 
focuses on the micro processes of the Indian 
immigrant experience. In chapters three, 
four and five, Ray provides examples to 
show how Bengali-Americans respondents 
use food (daily meals and food eaten on 
special occasions) to define their Bengali 
identity, how Bengali-Americans distin- 
guish ‘Bengali’ and ‘American’ food to con- 
struct their identity, and the gender distri- 
bution of food-related work in Bengali- 
American households. 

Further, Ray’s focus on middle-class 
Hindu Bengali-American cuisine, compli- 
cates the notion that there is “one” Indian/ 
South Asian America. Ray’s contextualiza- 
tion of ‘Bengali’ food within a social and 
historical frame reinforces the specificity of 
the cuisine and problemarizes the category 
IndianISouth Asian American. Ray also 
notes that the respondents in this study do 
not represent all Bengalis. Examples of re- 
spondents who have developed a taste for 
American food add to the complex picture 
of Bengali Americans skillhlly drawn by 
Ray. This element of identity construction 
among Bengali-Americans is contextualized 
within a broader framework of the shifting 
sense of place in the modern era, the anxi- 
eties it breeds in people, and the resultant 
identity formation. 

The valuable insights that Ray pro- 
vides would have been enriched if the re- 
search was grounded in a coherent theoret- 
ical framework to guide the analysis. The 
Introduction focuses on the works of fiction 
writers who address issues of food and iden- 
tity and some social scientists who have 
worked on globalization, modernity and 
identity without an extensive review of their 
research. This absence explains why some of 
the ideas discussed in the book seem discon- 
nected from its main objective, i.e., the ways 
in which Bengali Americans use food to 
construct their identity and what it says 
about modernity and identity formation. 
For example, while Ray provides an inter- 
esting analysis of patriarchy in immigrant 
Bengali households in chapter five, Food 
Work: Labor of Love?, he does not clearly 
explain its relationship to food and identity 
construction among Bengali-Americans. 
Another example is the comparison of “Ben- 
gali-American” and other “ethnic foodways” 
in chapter four, Gmtroethnicity: Reorienting 
Ethnic Studies. Here, Ray needed to clearly 
articulate the necessity of this discussion in 
the context of the chapter and the overall 
goals of the book. 

Additionally, while Ray’s use of mul- 
tiple methods is noteworthy, those methods 
have limitations. A discussion of the Direc- 
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tory of Bengalis of North America would 
have been usehl. In particular, a discussion 
of the strategies employed to include Ben- 
gali Americans in the directory by its owners 
and the specific definition of ‘North 
America’ were important to assess the rep- 
resentativeness of the sample. Further, the 
techniques used to obtain the random 
sample from this directory would have en- 
riched the discussion on methodology. 

Despite its weaknesses, however, 
Ray’s work makes a valuable contribution to 
the scholarly work on Indian immigrants 
and social construction of identity. It pro- 
vides a much needed resource for those who 
wish to advance knowledge in those areas. 
For those interested in the link between 
modernity and identity, they will find the 
book insightful as well. 

Muslims and the State in Britain, France, and 
Germany. By Joel S. Fetzer and J. Chris- 
topher Soper. Cambridge: Cambridge Uni- 
versity Press, 2005. Pp. 208. 

SARA OHLY 
Yale University 

The literature on the fastest growing reli- 
gious minority in Europe - more than 10 
million Muslims - has focused on citizen- 
ship, political and economic rights, multi- 
culturalism, and identity, rather than on re- 
ligious rights. The authors argue persua- 
sively that the critical history of church and 
state better explains the differences in state 
accommodation of Islam in Britain, France, 
and Germany than the political theories of 
resource mobilization, political structures, 
or ideology. They measure accommodation 
empirically by comparing public policy on 
three issues: Muslim religious practices and 
teaching in public schools; state fimding for 
Islamic schools; and permission to build 
mosques. 

For each country, the authors present 
a valuable but brief historical overview of 
religion and the state, national relations 
with Muslims, and the circumstances of mi- 
gration. Britain ranks highest in religious 

freedom by allowing headscarves in state 
schools, recently funding some Islamic 
schools, and granting permits to build 
mosques. In France, a legacy of fear and 
animosity towards Muslims from French 
colonial history in Algeria has mobilized 
teachers, intellectuals, and a political major- 
ity to enforce an assimilationist ideology of 
secularism, laicite, which opposes state ac- 
commodation of headscarves, religion 
classes, Islamic schools, or permits for 
mosques. Conditions in Germany have 
changed over time and vary widely by re- 
gion, or km&r, to accommodate Muslims 
less than in Britain but more than in France. 
With no official church, as the Anglican 
Church in England, nor official secularism, 
as in France, nevertheless, cultural Chris- 
tianity shapes German policy. 

The methodology of interviews with 
European and Muslim leaders and tele- 
phone surveys of European citizens yields 
some surprising results, but leaves out essen- 
tial voices. The interviews of elites con- 
firmed the theory of church-state history as 
determining, but the surveys of the Euro- 
pean masses did not. In Britain and Ger- 
many but not France, women, educated re- 
spondents, and secularists tended to support 
state accommodation of Islam, while lower 
classes and those opposed to immigration 
did not necessarily oppose religious rights. 
We hear from a wide range of political and 
religious elites quoted extensively, and from 
the largely secular European populations, 
but little from those most affected, the mi- 
grants themselves. Clearer distinctions 
among Muslims by nationality, sect, and 
observance and more ethnographic material 
found on the subject elsewhere ( . g ,  in the 
series edited by Shadid and van Kon- 
ingsveld, 2002) would enrich their historical 
argument. The authors concede that these 
divisions and a lack of hierarchy among 
Muslims hindered their mobilization, but 
that after September 11, 2001, collecting 
data became more difficult. 

This timely religious perspective on 
issues of religion and the state, while limited 
in its focus and theoretically somewhat re- 
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petitive, makes insightful historical connec- 
tions and thoughtful policy recommenda- 
tions. Their study calls for further empirical 
study about conditions for particular Mus- 
lim groups, and for more extensive com- 
parative work in these and other countries 
in Europe and North America. 

Sisters or Strangers? Immigrant, Ethnic, and 
Racialized Women in Canadian Hhtoy .  Ed- 
ited by Marlene Epp, Franca Iacovetta, 
Frances Swyripa. Toronto, Buffalo, Lon- 
don: University of Toronto Press, 2004. Pp. 
420. 

CHRISTIANE HARZIG 
University of Winnipeg 

In 1986 the Multicultural History Society 
of Ontario published a volume entitled 
Looking into M y  Sister? Eyes, edited by Jean 
Burnet. It was a pioneering book chroni- 
cling the contribution of women to immi- 
grant Canada. Eighteen years later, a pro- 
lific, self-confident feminist scholarship 
takes stock; in a thought-provoking intro- 
duction, the editors ask: where have we 
come from, and where are we going in our 
scholarship on marginalized women in Ca- 
nadian history. Although they do not yet see 
a new project emerging, there is lots of ac- 
tivity going on, with questions of difference 
being as important as questions of common- 
alities, as the title of the book indicates. The 
book is truly encompassing: seventeen essays 
presenting original, state-of-the-art scholar- 
ship on issues of being racialized, ethnicized 
and gendered, and on being part (however 
conflicting) of the 200-year Canadian na- 
tion-building process. Part 1, Nation- 
Building and Discourses of Race, presents es- 
says on missionary and aboriginal encoun- 
ters (Cecilia Morgan); on the ‘whitening’ of 
the British Columbia settlement project 
(Adele Perry); and on the gendered interac- 
tions of the Indian community with the im- 
perial dominion (Enkashi Dua). Part 2, 
Gender, Race and Justice, chronicles encoun- 
ters of racially marginalized women with the 
criminal justice system (Barrington Walker, 

Lisa R. Mar) and in Part 3, Immigrant 
Working-Ckzss Women Encounter the State, 
Lorna R. McLean and Marilyn Barber ana- 
lyze Irish domestic workers gendered run- 
ins with asylums and prisons; Julie Guard 
shows how a women’s consumer league 
took recourse to traditions of immigrant 
communities’ form of resistance in the 
1950s; and Franca Iacovetta and Valerie J. 
Korinek take a closer look at the project of 
turning immigrants into Canadians under 
the impact of Cold War culture. The essays 
in Part 4, Immigrants, Gender and Familial 
Relations, may be closest to the original 
1986 idea in that they refer to the role of 
women in the various ethnic community- 
building projects: Midge Ayukawa examines 
Japanese pioneer women fighting racism; 
Isabel Kaprielian-Churchill analyzes the im- 
pact of intermarriage on Armenian ethnic 
identity and Gertrude Mianda looks at the 
difficult task of African Francophone 
women in Montreal and Toronto carving 
out their own space, bounded by Canadian 
feminist ideas and the traditional demands 
of the diaspora community. Part 5 looks at 
Symbols and Representations. In a photo- 
essay, Varpu Lindstrom shows how repre- 
sentations of Finnish women during the 
1939 Winter War prepared Canada’s gen- 
dered participation in World War 11; in a 
sensitive study, Marlene Epp explains how 
feast and famine impacted on Mennonite 
women’s refugee experiences and the 
memories they maintain; and Frances Swy- 
ripa looks at identity in sacred spaces of East 
European immigrants in the Prairies (Ed- 
monton). The last part, History and Mmory, 
is devoted to a Jewish socialist project orga- 
nized by women (Ester Reiter); to Black 
nurses’ encounters with skill devaluation 
and racism in the 1950s and 1960s (Karen 
Flynn); and Paula Draper helps us under- 
stand and empathize with women who sur- 
vived the Holocaust and who have to cope 
with survival. 

All essays present remarkable cases, 
they are carefully edited, and the authors 
refer to one another. This turns the collec- 
tion of essays into a thematically coherent 
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volume, which broadens our understanding 
of the negotiations between marginalized 
and hegemonic groups; taken together they 
weave a new master narrative based on nu- 
anced concepts of diversity, differences and 
relationships. The books makes a great im- 
pact on our understanding of historical pro- 
cesses and demonstrates that we have come 
a long way since 1989 in rethinking Cana- 
dian history in a racialized and gendered 
way. 

Compelkd to &re[: Immigration, Education, 
and Opportunity Among Chinese Americans. 
Vivian S .  Louie. Palo Alto, CA: Stanford 
University Press, 2004. Pp. 227. 

NANCY LOPEZ 
University of New Mexico 

How do Chinese American young adults 
from diverse class backgrounds understand 
their own educational trajectories! How do 
immigrant families influence children’s ed- 
ucational aspirations and achievements? 
Anchoring her analysis in a critique of the 
ethnic culture model and class model of 
education, Louie conducts life-history 
interviews with 68 college students at two 
contrasting New York City campuses: Co- 
lumbia University, an elite, Ivy League 
school, and Hunter College, City University 
of New York, a public commuter college. 
Twenty-eight respondents were the children 
of professionals who grew up in predorni- 
nantly white suburban communities, and 
40 were the children of mostly small- 
business owners, lower-level public sector 
employees, and laborers who grew up in 
Chinese enclave communities. Six Colum- 
bia parents and one Columbia sibling and 
one Hunter sibling were also interviewed. 
The first part of the book details the diverse 
journeys of Chinese immigrants to the 
United States, providing the historical back- 
ground and context of reception. Highlight- 
ing the impact of ethnic networks, culture, 
race, gender and class, the second part of the 
book details how Chinese American youth 
understand the role their families played in 

framing their educational experiences. The 
third part of the book unravels the lived 
experiences of youth in terms of parental 
sacrifice and obligation to families, as well as 
their identity formation vis-a-vis dating, lei- 
sure, religion, political participation, and 
views on race relations. 

Given the vast differences in eco- 
nomic, social and cultural capital between 
the enclave and suburban students, Louie’s 
most surprising finding is that both groups 
cling to ethnic culture as an explanation for 
individual and group educational trajecto- 
ries and mobility, at the same time that they 
worry about the continuing significance of 
racial discrimination in the workplace re- 
gardless of educational credentials. Subur- 
ban youth describe their own educational 
trajectory as a direct result and benefit of 
being raised with Asian family values. Al- 
though enclave students were critical of the 
model-minority stereotype, they too left the 
ethnic-culture framework unscathed, ex- 
plaining their own deviation from the cul- 
tural script by stating that their parents did 
not raise them in the traditional Chinese 
way. Despite widespread claims of Asians as 
“honorary whites,” few Chinese Americans 
believed that race does not matter. Stories of 
parental warnings about the need to pursue 
education in order to protect against racial 
discrimination braided the narratives of en- 
clave and suburban youth. Consequently, 
both groups were overly concerned with 
choosing utilitarian and portable fields that 
required specific licensing. Suburban youth 
saw themselves following the footsteps of 
their parents, pursuing prestigious profes- 
sions in medicine, engineering, and law. En- 
clave students often chose less costly careers 
in accounting, pharmacy, computer science, 
and nursing. 

Louie attributes the coexistence of 
immigrant optimism alongside pessimism 
among Chinese American young adults as a 
byproduct of a post-Civil Rights era in 
which opportunities have allowed racially 
stigmatized groups access to educational in- 
stitutions where they had been formerly ex- 
cluded, but at the same time racial inequal- 
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ity persists in terms of promotion ladders 
and salaries. By addressing the multiple 
ways in which race, class, culture and gender 
intersect and shape the educational experi- 
ences, aspirations and subjectivities of the 
children of Chinese immigrants, Louie chal- 
lenges assimilation theorists and class theo- 
rists to re-examine the continued signifi- 
cance of racialization. Compelled to Excel is 
an authoritative contribution to the sociol- 
ogy of immigration, race, ethnicity, educa- 
tion, class, gender and the family. 

Transnational Chinese: Fujianese Migrants in 
Europe. By Frank N. Pieke, Pal Nyiri, Mette 
Thuno, and Antonella Ceccagno. Palo Alto, 
CA: Stanford University Press, 2004. Pp. 
252. 

MADELINE Y. Hsu 
San Francisco State University 

As a team, the authors and an anonymous 
Chinese researcher have produced a multi- 
sited, multi-directional, and complexly in- 
tertwining account of the trajectories of 
Chinese migration to Europe since the late 
1980s. Pieke et al. situate their rich ethno- 
graphic findings in contemporary debates 
concerning migration and transnationalism 
to suggest a new concept, Chinese global- 
ization, to capture the impact of the fluidly 
intersecting worlds traversed by these non- 
Western pioneers. 

This monograph carefully dissects 
the often bewildering mobility and inter- 
connectedness of contemporary transna- 
tional subjects. To do so, the authors traced 
Chinese migration through many research 
sites: two sending communities - inland 
Mingxi and coastal Fuqing in Fujian Prov- 
ince - and destinations in Italy, Hungary, 
Denmark, Britain, and the United States. 
They recreate the elaborate network forma- 
tions, familial and otherwise, the earliest mi- 
gration routes, the differential impact of mi- 
gration upon China and various European 
nations, and the many factors, rational but 
often irrational, influencing decisions re- 
garding destinations and evaluations of cur- 
rent and future prospects. 

Unlike the affluent, highly educated 
“astronauts” of Aihwa Ong’s Fhible Citi- 
znsbip, the protagonists of Transnational 
Chinese are emphatically petty entrepreneurs 
or working class. This comparative lack of 
wealth, however, does not prevent them 
from strategizing just as effectively as global 
actors. For example, Yan and his Hungarian 
wife, Timea, who met in Yugoslavia. When 
interviewed, they had one child and worked 
illegally in New York at a sweatshop and as 
a cleaner, respectively. They planned to 
have a second child, so their family could 
include four citizenships - Chinese, Hun- 
garian, Yugoslavian, and American - before 
they return to Hungary to open a furniture 
store (pp. 164-166). 

The authors center the perspectives 
of Chinese migrants and thereby highlight 
the rapidly shifting landscape of global pos- 
sibilities and the contingency attending 
many decisions. Their Fujianese subjects 
shifi terrain rapidly as local conditions de- 
teriorate or better prospects emerge else- 
where. In their world, fluctuating legal con- 
straints regarding exit, entry, employment, 
residency, and citizenship carry little moral 
authority and are merely another set of 
hurdles to be surmounted to reach a poten- 
tially better set of circumstances. The sys- 
tematic manner in which officials enforcing 
these laws can be co-opted or placated only 
bolsters their disregard. To evoke this per- 
spective, the authors avoid the criminalizing 
term “snakeheads” when discussing the “mi- 
gration brokers” that enable Fujianese to 
reach Europe and the United States. 

Despite its often illegal nature, Pieke 
et al. carefully contextualize Chinese migra- 
tion as noninvasive. Because they establish 
separate economic sectors in their destina- 
tions - restaurants in Western Europe, 
leather and garment workshops in Italy, im- 
port-wholesale-retail networks in Eastern 
Europe - Chinese migrants tend to add to 
local economies without challenging non- 
Chinese for jobs. (pp. 25-26). Although 
Chinese consular officials play relatively 
greater roles in the organizations and activi- 
ties of European Fujianese, the authors dis- 
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avow any findings of a “Chinese world sys- 
tem” (p. 17). 

The concept of Chinese globalization 
is used to critique Western-centered theories 
stemming from world-systems or center- 
periphery approaches. The aurhors argue 
that “[gllobalization . . . consists of a great 
many separate social spaces that are en- 
tangled and disentangled in multiple and 
complex ways” (p. 10). Transnational Chi- 
nese describes “a distinctly Chinese pattern 
of globalization” (p. 27) that is one of many 
“competitive globalization[s]” transforming 
the world today (p. 20). On a global stage 
occupied by unequal actors, China is rapidly 
gaining influence in part through migrants 
and the many exchanges and transforma- 
tions engendered by their mobility. This 
monograph offers suggestive evidence for 
non-China specialists to reassess how China 
fits into contemporary conceptions of a 
monolithically Western-dominated world. 

International Migration: Prospects and Poli- 
cies in a Global Market, Edited by Douglas 
S. Massey and J. Edward Taylor. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. Pp. 394. 2004. 

JORGE hhRTfNEZ PIZARRO 
Latin American and Caribbean 
Demographic Centre (CELADE), Santiago, 
Chile 

Eighteen studies on key issues related to in- 
ternational migration comprise this volume, 
edited by Douglas S. Massey and J. Edward 
Taylor. The works were originally presented 
at a symposium organized by the Interna- 
tional Union for the Scientific Study of 
Population (IUSSP), in Barcelona, Spain in 
1997. The book is organized into three sec- 
tions: Perspectives on migration (with stud- 
ies on general topics of migration and some 
others on specific regions and countries); 
the policies in the sending countries (with 
special consideration given to remittances, 
the exportation of workers, and return mi- 
gration); and the policies of the receiving 
countries, with the well-known arguments 
about the characteristics and skills of immi- 

grants, the policies of admission, control, 
asylum, and integration into the First 
World. In the Introduction, Massey and 
Taylor describe how the book is organized; 
at the end, they provide an examination of 
the research on migration, the policies and 
contemporary globalization at the dawn of 
the twenty-first century. 

In the Introduction, the editors em- 
phasize the existence of three central issues 
in the collected works. First, the patterns 
and features of contemporary mobility, with 
the increase in the number of migrants 
worldwide, and the changes in the meaning 
of migration in the context of larger and 
ever-increasing asymmetries in the levels of 
development in the sending and receiving 
countries. Also, advances in communica- 
tions and transportation bring definitive 
changes to the world panorama of migra- 
tion, making it more diverse in terms of its 
origins and destinations, and changing its 
key features (such as the gender composi- 
tion of migration, with a feminization, or a 
more active participation of women, and the 
social characteristics of migrants, their net- 
works and transnational spaces). 

Even if some of the data are not cur- 
rent, the volume attests to an increase in the 
number of countries of origin and possibly 
in countries of transit. In fact, there are 
acute deficiencies in the available data on 
international migration and its multiple di- 
mensions. Improving data collection on in- 
ternational mobility should be a priority, 
including the exchange of information be- 
tween sending and receiving countries. 

The second issue is the complexity of 
the consequences of migration for the coun- 
tries of origin and destination in terms of 
the variety and scale of the movements and 
the emergence of transnationalism, for in- 
stance. This is not a new issue, since the 
history of transatlantic migration has always 
been complex. However, what is more in- 
teresting today is that one of the more posi- 
tive consequences of migration - large-scale 
remittances for countries of origin - is 
threatened by restrictions. Moreover, migra- 
tion often promotes a drain of human capi- 
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tal. The receiving countries attempt to re- 
duce the negative consequences (usually the 
fiscal impacts) and create others that affect 
the integration, often through neglect of the 
human rights of immigrants. 

The third issue is related to immigra- 
tion policies and their unintended conse- 
quences. Three contradictions are empha- 
sized: the confrontation between the poli- 
cies in the sending and the receiving 
countries; the contradictions between the 
immigration policies and the observed real- 
ity; and the paradox of excluding migration 
from the negotiations on the free flow of 
capital through borders (a key issue for de- 
veloping countries). I think that the value of 
the works in this volume comes from their 
ability to show that contemporary interna- 
tional migration itself is changing and is 
changing whole societies. Of course, it is not 
an inclusive global market, since it is pos- 
sible to observe exclusionary processes on a 
scale never before seen. Globalization tends 
to give more freedom to all factors if they 
belong to the developed world, but this is 
not the case for developing countries. Free 
movement is in fact free in only one direc- 
tion and tariffs and protectionist laws nor- 
mally affect the development of a genuine 
global market. Migration becomes an an- 
swer to such exclusion amidst tensions and 
contradictions that will be felt throughout 
the twenty-first century. 

Translated by Rode@ Soriano-Ndfiez 

Salvadoran Migration to Southern Calijmia: 
Redefining El Hermano Lejano. By Beth 
Baker-Cristales. Gainesville, FL: University 
of Florida Press, 2004. Pp. 179. 

SARAH J. MAHLER 
Florida International Univnsity 

Baker-Cristales’ research centers on one case 
study - that of Salvadoran migrants who 
have resettled in Los Angeles and how they 
negotiate the “tricky terrain” of transna- 
tional politics and identity that spans from 
Los Angeles to El Salvador. Her objective is 

to “document the multiple ways in which 
Salvadorans in Los Angeles react to, and 
subsequently transform, political and eco- 
nomic conditions in both El Salvador and 
the United States” (p, 17). This book thus 
joins a growing corpus of publications that 
examine cross-border migrations with a 
transnational lens. “For a significant pro- 
portion of the migrant population,” she 
writes, “life in only one or the other country 
is unimaginable” (p. 83). And though much 
of the transnational literature explores inter- 
actions between migrants and governments 
in both home and host countries, to my 
knowledge this is the first book-length 
treatment of migrant transnational politics. 
Moreover, Baker-Cristales focuses on “glo- 
balization from below,” the agency of every- 
day actors whose efforts affect processes and 
institutions at higher levels, most notably 
government policies. She relates how mi- 
grants involved in these activities negotiate 
their belongingness in the very social spaces 
that they are transforming. 

After an introductory section where- 
in Baker-Cristales lays out her theoretical 
framework and approach, she offers a brief 
background chapter on the conditions giv- 
ing rise to mass Salvadoran emigration dur- 
ing the country’s 1980-1992 civil war. The 
bulk of the book, however, is dedicated to 
describing examples of how transnational- 
ism is “embodied in migrants’ practices. 
Included in the following chapters are dis- 
cussions of activities and inter-relationships 
among hometown associations, migrant 
community and business organizations, po- 
litical parties, the media and how they in- 
terface with the Salvadoran and U.S. gov- 
ernments. Though she is careful not to as- 
sert that all Salvadoran migrants participate 
in transnational activities, it is clear from 
her data that migrants are much more as- 
sertive of their transnational identity than 
nonmigrants. However, El Salvador’s major 
political parties, the FMLN and Arena, 
show no inclination of seriously incorporat- 
ing the “fifteenth department” (argued by 



764 INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION REVIEW 

migrants to be constituted by Salvadorans 
living outside the territorial boundaries of 
the state) into the political fabric. The finest 
example Baker-Cristales renders of this con- 
tested belongingness is her discussion of the 
monument erected in El Salvador’s capital 
to honor migrants. Originally dedicated to 
“our distant brother,” “[tlhe monument was 
meant to encapsulate and to render in a 
public fashion the government’s attitude to- 
wards Salvadorans living abroad - you are 
part of the national family, yet different . . . 
it is not a simple brotherhood, but one 
marked by dislocation and estrangement; 
distant brothers” (p. 99). Migrants immedi- 
ately began contesting this characterization 
of themselves and their relationship to the 
patria, resulting ultimately in a contest to 
rename the monument, seizing the oppor- 
tunity to redefine the relationship between 
migrants and their homeland. 

This book will be of interest to schol- 
ars who study immigrant political organiz- 
ing, the relationship between migrants and 
states, Central American migration and, of 
course, transnational migration. Clearly 
written and without the jargon that makes 
some writing in this field impenetrable, Re- 
deJining El Hermano Lejano makes a solid 
contribution to the field. 

Translating America: An Immigrant Press Vi- 
sualizes American Popular Culture, 1895- 
1918. By Peter Conolly-Smith. Washing- 
ton, D.C.: Smithsonian Books, 2004. Pp. 
414. 

DAVID M. REIMERS 
New York University 

Using three German language newspapers 
as his chief sources for information on the 
New York City German-American commu- 
nity, Peter Conolly-Smith tells the story of 
the city’s German Americans’ encounter 
with American popular culture in great de- 
tail. In doing so, he argues that New York‘s 
Germans engaged the rise of this popular 
culture, beginning in the 1890s and gradu- 
ally accepted it in place of German Kultur. 

He gives careful discussions of the new 
culture in music, amusement, theater, 
film, and everyday life. At first glance, it 
might seem that three German-American 
newspapers are not an adequate base to 
make sweeping generalizations. However, 
Conolly-Smith does not rely entirely on the 
press; he discusses other sources as well. 
Moreover, he explores the press in consid- 
erable detail, and the reader comes away 
with a nuanced impression of the debates 
among German-American editors and com- 
munity leaders and how they confronted the 
rise of American popular culture. The au- 
thor does not argue that World War I had 
no influence on New York Germans and 
their institutions that supported the com- 
munity. Indeed, he gives careful attention to 
the impact of the war. However, on the ba- 
sis of his research, Conolly-Smith believes 
that the German language culture was in 
rapid decline by the 1910s, even before the 
outbreak of the war. The evidence he mar- 
shals is convincing. 

However, there are limits to this type 
of study. While long on the German- 
language press and how ethnic Germans ac- 
commodated or resisted popular culture, 
Conolly-Smith is short on social history. 
The author does deal with social class 
among these immigrants, with the Volkszei- 
tung speaking for the radical working class. 
But one is often left with the impression of 
a nearly monolithic German community. 
After all, German New Yorkers were di- 
vided by a variety of issues beyond class. 
Certainly German Jews, Roman Catholics, 
Lutherans and other Protestants did not al- 
ways see eye-to-eye on their view of German 
culture. Nor did many of the secular Ger- 
mans accept the views and lifestyles of reli- 
gious compatriots. 

While noting the accommodation to 
American popular culture, the author points 
out that generational division was growing 
in the early twentieth century and that the 
ability to speak and read German was nec- 
essary to participate in immigrant culture. 
He notes, but does not explore in detail how 
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the younger, second-generation German 
Americans were losing the ability to read 
and speak German. Certainly, such a shift, 
as the second (and even third) generation 
came of age, accounts for some of the loss of 
German institutions and language. He does 
not probe for example, what the younger 
generations were exposed to in the city’s 
public schools, which on the whole stressed 
Americanization, as did the Americaniza- 
tion movement’s attempt to reach the im- 
migrant generation as well. Surely the 
schools played a role in the decline of Ger- 
man-American life. Indeed, how could a 
Verein flourish with a generation coming of 
age without a strong background in the 
German language? 

These criticisms aside, Translating 
America is a rich and compelling book. It 
represents cultural history at its best in its 
use of the German press to explain the im- 
migrant encounter with popular American 
culture. 

Dominican Migration: Transnational Per- 
spectives. Edited by Ernest0 Sagas and Sintia 
E. Molina. Gainemille, F L  University Press 
of Florida, 2004. Pp. 284. 

NORMA FUENTES 
Fordham University 

A month before I was asked to review this 
book, I purchased a piece of land in a rural, 
mountaintop area of the Dominican Re- 
public, where my mother‘s mother and I 
were born. The investment was driven by 
deep emotional yet economic reasons; and, 
as a member of the 1.5 generation, I won- 
dered what kind of transmigrants would I 
and my family become? My reflections were 
magnified by reading Dominican Migration: 
Transnational Perspectives. The books main 
contribution is the inclusion of new research 
within theories of transnationalism, taking 
into consideration differences in immigrant 
cohorts, citizenship, class, race, ethnicity, 
gender and geopolitical relations, all of 

which shape transnational practices and 
identities. This is a significant development, 
since earlier works mostly focused on the 
development of a theoretical model mainly 
derived from the experiences of an elite, eco- 
nomic and political diaspora interested in a 
return to the homeland (Schiller, Basch and 
Blanc-Szanton, 1992, 1994; La Guerre, 
1997). 

The book is organized around three 
important sub-themes. The first provides a 
macro approach to the role of the diaspora 
in political and economic participation and 
the transformations of communities and 
immigrant identities as a result of closer re- 
lations between Dominican Republic and 
the United States. But, we are cautioned 
that governments ultimately can limit the 
transnational practices of immigrants. At 
the same time, the readings convince us that 
in the small group, or the diaspora, we find 
resistance and che hope to counter hege- 
monic power. 

The second sub-theme offers a meso 
approach to transnational practices and pro- 
cesses. Here, two articles examine transna- 
tional activities and ideologies among dif- 
ferent classes of immigrant groups in two 
Dominican communities, in Providence 
and Miami. Researchers stress the signifi- 
cance of the context of reception and the 
role of the ethnic community among the 
lower and upper-class strata of Dominicans. 
For the laboring classes, the ethnic commu- 
nity can offer a “safe” social space, where 
different generations of immigrants can 
merge to reproduce a sense of Dominican- 
ness, through hybridized language, music 
and narratives in “narrow” or “broad” trans- 
national practices. We learn that the higher 
the concentration of the ethnic group, the 
higher the cultural and material transna- 
tional practices and pure forms of identity. 
For groups living outside of the “ethnic 
community,” usually among the more com- 
fortable classes, transnational practices are 
more cosmopolitan and ideologies and iden- 
tities take a more fluid dimension. 

Interestingly, while diametrically op- 
posed in immigrant integration and eco- 
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nomic status, the lower and upper classes 
tend to engage in higher degrees of transna- 
tionalism than the middle class. Contrarily, 
the lower the socioeconomic positions in 
the host society, the higher the orientation 
towards the homeland, and the reproduc- 
tion of a pure, immigrant identity. This is 
best illustrated in the third sub-theme of the 
book, which takes a micro-level approach to 
the socioeconomic and cultural integration 
of Dominican women in Spain and in New 
York City. These works reveal the bitter- 
sweet realities of immigrant Dominican 
women, mostly single, faced with declining 
work opportunities; and, as foreigners, fe- 
male and colored, vulnerable to labor, sex- 
ual and racial abuse. However, these same 
negative experiences help sustain the immi- 
grants’ desires for a return to the homeland, 
and for a continued, if only symbolic, en- 
gagement in transnational practices. 

In sum, it is in the yet-to-be-defined 
position of the “in-between groups,” or the 
Dominican middle class, including the non- 
elite 1.5 generation, where research is lack- 
ing in this book. Also, the authors leave out 
the role of the larger “other,” or mainstream 
community, with its racial, class and gender 
polarization and relations, and how these 
larger structures shape the new immigration 
and transnational practices and identities of 
Dominicans and others. 

Becoming Chinese American: A History of 
Communities and Institutions. By Him Mark 
Lai. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira Press, 
2004. Pp. 395. 

JUDY YUNG 
University of California, Santa Cruz 

Finally, someone has seen fit to publish a 
small portion of Him Mark Lai’s pioneering 
work on Chinese-American immigration, 
life, and history. Based on thirty-five years 
of meticulous research utilizing rare primary 
sources such as Chinese language newspa- 
pers, local gazetteers from China, immigra- 

tion documents, and oral history interviews 
with Chinese community leaders across the 
country, Becoming Chinese American pro- 
vides a personal, accurate, and detailed ac- 
count of the geographical origins of Chinese 
immigration and the establishment of native 
place, kinship, cultural, and educational in- 
stitutions in the Chinese-American commu- 
nity. 

Part I of the anthology includes two 
historical essays. The first provides an his- 
torical overview of the peoples and distinc- 
tive characteristics of the Pearl River Delta 
in Guangdong Province that helps us un- 
derstand why 90 percent of Chinese immi- 
grants in the United States came from this 
part of China between 1850 and 1965. The 
second deals with the Confession Program 
during the McCarthy period, when Chinese 
immigrants were encouraged by immigra- 
tion authorities to admit to their fraudulent 
entry as “paper sons” and thereby adjust 
their statuses. Here, Him Mark Lai reveals 
the complicated “immigration family” 
scheme used by Chinese immigrants to cir- 
cumvent the Chinese Exclusion Act of 
1882, which in effect barred the entry of 
Chinese laborers and their families to this 
country for more than 60 years. As Lai re- 
minds us, although the Confession Program 
did help to remove the cloud over the legal 
status of thousands of “paper sons,” it also 
gave rise to emotional stress and strains 
within families that disagreed about the best 
course of action to take, as well as to the 
political persecution of the remaining Chi- 
nese by the American government. 

Soon after the first wave of Chinese 
immigrants arrived in California during the 
Gold Rush, they began forming huiguun, or 
native place and kinship organizations, for 
mutual aid, social control, cultural preserva- 
tion, and defense against anti-Chinese ac- 
tions. The first essay in Part I1 documents 
the origins, structure, important role, and 
internal conflicts of the Chinese Consoli- 
dated Benevolent Association (CCBA or 
Chinese S ix  Companies), the umbrella or- 
ganization of the hviguan system. What is 
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particularly insightful is Lai’s cxposC of the 
CCBA’s connections to politics in China 
and his discussion of how the organization 
had to change in response to changing de- 
mographics and politics in the Chinese- 
American community. Three other essays in 
this section deal with the history of a par- 
ticular huiguan - Sam Yup, Fa Yuen, and 
Wong Leung Do - providing us with details 
about the geographical origins, causes of im- 
migration, as well as the places of settle- 
ment, occupational niches, and district or- 
ganizations of the people from these areas. 
For example, the Wong Leung Do people 
who formed the Yeung Wo Association in 
1852, consisted of families with surnames 
Chin, Jew, Mock, and Hom. Many settled 
in the San Francisco peninsula area and be- 
came successful growing asters and chrysan- 
themums in the early 1900s. The final essay 
in this section, “Chinese Locality and Dia- 
lect Group Associations,” brings us into the 
contemporary period and discusses new or- 
ganizations that have been established out- 
side the traditional huiguan system in the 
wake of new immigration from other parts 
of China and the world since 1965, such as 
Fujian, Hainan, Cuba, the Philippines, 
Southeast Asia, and Taiwan. 

Part I11 of the volume focuses on the 
establishment and development of Chinese- 
language schools. Here, Lai compares the 
different purposes, structure, and efficacy of 
the schools in Hawaii versus the U.S. main- 
land, as well as before and after World War 
11, which formed in response to racial dis- 
crimination, China politics, and the accul- 
turation process in America. As he does else- 
where in this collection, Lai shows us how 
and why Chinese Americans established 
such institutions in their efforts to build a 
community, preserve their heritage, and be- 
come an integral part of American society. 

Although the style is rather dry, the 
historical details and analysis packed into 
this one volume by Him Mark Lai, the fore- 
most authority on Chinese American his- 
tory, makes Becoming Chinese American a 
valuable resource for any scholar or student 
interested in Asian American studies, 

American history, ethnicity, and immigra- 
tion. 

The Promised Land. Socioeconomic Reality of 
the Hmong People in Urban America (I976 
2000). Fungchatou T. Lo. Lima, OH: 
Wyndham Hall Press, 2001. 

CAROLINE L. FAULKNER 
University of Wisconsin - Madison 

In this book, Lo describes the challenges of 
the Hmong people in their traumatic tran- 
sition from life in Laos to life in the United 
States. As background, he provides detailed 
background information on the Hmong 
people, their culture, and their experiences 
fighting for the United States in Southeast 
Asia and as refugees in Thailand. Lo goes on 
to describe the waves of Hmong refugees to 
the United States and their economic and 
occupational experiences across the country. 
Then, he focuses on an empirical contribu- 
tion to the literature: the assimilation of the 
Hmong living in Milwaukee. Lo uses eth- 
nographic methods, including in-depth in- 
terviews, personal histories, and participant 
observation, to examine the degree of socio- 
economic assimilation among a group of 
Hmong people living in Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin. 

His main participants are five 
Hmong families in the Milwaukee area with 
varying levels of experience in the United 
States with whom he spent time interview- 
ing and living. He also talked with other 
Hmong and non-Hmong participants, in- 
cluding social service providers, employers, 
local politicians, Hmong professionals, el- 
ders, children, college students, and college 
graduates. However, Lo provides few details 
on the number or characteristics of these 
individuals or his discussions with them. 

Lo attempts to measure the degree to 
which the Hmong participants have assimi- 
lated across the seven dimensions of assimi- 
lation that Gordon (1964) proposed: struc- 
tural, cultural, marital, identificational, atti- 
tudinal, receptional, behavioral receptional, 
and civic, and then he compares their expe- 
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rience to the refugee experiences of Cubans 
in Miami and Laotians in Milwaukee. To 
do this, Lo provides a set of tables indicating 
whether or not each of the five families and 
ten of the Hmong professionals has assimi- 
lated across the seven dimensions of assimi- 
lation. For the five families, Lo claims that 
none has assimilated along any dimension 
except for two families who have assimilated 
culturally. For the professionals, assimila- 
tion is more widespread: most have assimi- 
lated structurally, as measured primarily by 
their work situations, and culturally, as mea- 
sured by marriage and family conflict. How- 
ever, none of the professionals has assimi- 
lated across any of the other dimensions. Lo 
concludes that Gordon’s explication of as- 
similation is not applicable to the Hmong 
refugees in Milwaukee. 

While Lo provides an interesting de- 
scription of the Hmong people and their 
experiences in Southeast Asia, his book is 
lacking as a study of their assimilation into 
American society. Two important weak- 
nesses involve his application of assimilation 
theory and the presentation of the results of 
his ethnographic work, in particular the lack 
of evidence for many of his claims. There 
are also a number of editorial problems in 
the book. 

Lo explores Hmong refugee incorpo- 
ration using Milton Gordon’s (1 964) work 
on assimilation. Lo does not consider any of 
the previous critiques of this theory or more 
recent reformulations or of it that may be 
more appropriate for this case. Most obvi- 
ously lacking is a discussion of segmented 
assimilation theory, which asserts that im- 
migrants, because of their varied back- 
grounds and experiences in this country, 
will follow differing paths of incorporation 
(Portes and Zhou, 1993). Previous research- 
ers have successfully applied this theory to 
refugee groups, including Zhou and Bank- 
ston (1998) in their work on the Vietnam- 
ese. Consideration of this theory would have 
allowed Lo to further examine the complex- 
ity of the incorporation process for the 
Hmong in his study and better comparisons 

with the experiences of recent refugee 
groups. 

Lo’s application of assimilation in 
general is oversimplified. While Lo does 
provide descriptions of a number of ele- 
ments that can be considered indicators of 
the various assimilation dimensions, he ex- 
amines assimilation as an either-or binary 
outcome: either an immigrant is assimilated 
or not. This kind of understanding is rep- 
resented in the tables I described above, in 
which Lo indicates “yes,” the refugee is as- 
similated in a particular dimension, or “no,” 
the refugee is not assimilated in that dimen- 
sion. Such an application of the theory does 
not take into account Gordon’s (1964) 
claim that assimilation and its dimensions 
are mainly a matter of degree. The dimen- 
sions cannot be adequately represented by 
binaries; they are far better represented by 
continua. While Lo does at times refer to 
various Hmong individuals as being par- 
tially assimilated in some dimensions, his 
conclusions focus more on binaries and 
overshadow the subtlety and the complexity 
of the lived experiences of incorporation. 

By representing assimilation as a bi- 
nary, Lo incorrectly conceptualizes assimila- 
tion as an endpoint rather than a process. 
For this reason, there are a number of in- 
stances in which Lo’s discussion of the 
Hmong’s assimilation is extremely dis- 
jointed because Lo does not explain the 
Hmong’s process of acquiring knowledge 
and resources in the United States. For ex- 
ample, Lo recounts an anecdote in which a 
newly arrived Hmong family sat in the dark 
in their new home until their sponsor ar- 
rived because they did not know about light 
switches or how they worked. Soon after 
this anecdote, Lo claims that the Hmong 
moved to Wisconsin because of the good 
public schooling and generous public assis- 
tance benefits. However, Lo never explains 
how the Hmong went from learning about 
light switches to learning about public ser- 
vices such as schools and welfare. The reader 
is left with two completely disconnected 
points in time and very little understanding 
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of the experiences or the process that oc- 
curred between them. 

In addition to these theoretically- 
based shortcomings, there are also a number 
of problems regarding the presentation of 
Lo’s ethnographic work. First, Lo does not 
adequately integrate the historical materials 
he presents in the first two parts of his book 
with the ethnographic material on assimila- 
tion, which is mainly discussed in the third 
part of the book. Lo’s description of the 
historical and cultural background of the 
Hmong people is interesting and detailed. 
However, the overwhelming amount of in- 
formation he presents overshadows his eth- 
nographic work on Hmong incorporation 
in Milwaukee - the very subject that he 
claims is the focus of the book. Further- 
more, much of it is not clearly connected to 
the Hmong’s experiences of assimilation in 
the United States. 

Second, Lo does not always provide 
references - from his participants or relevant 
studies - in his book. In some cases, Lo 
describes a situation among the Hmong 
without providing information on his 
sources. For example, Lo discusses contra- 
ceptive use among the Hmong without cit- 
ing any participants or previous studies. At 
other times, however, he does not make 
good use of the literature that was available 
to him. Most obvious is Lo’s omission of the 
vast sociological literature on ethnic econo- 
mies in his discussion of Hmong entrepre- 
neurship. 

Finally, Lo’s ethnographic account 
lacks reflexivity. It is not completely clear 
where Lo himself is situated in this work. 
Although he does not state this in the book, 
it appears likely that Lo himself is Hmong. 
In fact, a quick internet search reveals that 
Lo is a Hmong refugee. Even so, Lo does 
not explore his position in this ethnography. 
In fact, he always refers to Hmong refugees 
in the third person, excluding his own ex- 
periences from the analysis. He seems to be 
trying to maintain distance from his subject 
matter as an “objective” outside observer. 
However, by doing this, he hides from the 
reader important components of his study. 

He does not acknowledge his position as 
someone connected to the outcomes and in- 
vested in the Hmong community. He does 
not explore his position in relation to his 
participants as both a co-ethnic and as a 
highly educated researcher probing their 
lives. 

Lastly, there are also a number of edi- 
torial problems in the book. There are a 
number of places where the book is still 
referred to as a “dissertation.” Also, a num- 
ber of works cited in the text are not refer- 
enced in the bibliography. Finally, there are 
a substantial number of grammatical and 
typographical errors throughout the book. 

Lo’s book does not provide what it 
promises - an exploration of the socioeco- 
nomic assimilation of Hmong immigrants 
living in Milwaukee. It does, however, pro- 
vide detailed historical and cultural infor- 
mation from a source that is obviously and 
very genuinely attached to the Hmong com- 
munity and their struggles. Nevertheless, 
the theoretical and methodological short- 
comings of this book make it less than 
worthwhile to read. 

Migration, Moa!erniv, and Social Transfor- 
mation in South Asia. Edited by Filippo 
Osella and Katy Gardner. New Delhi, 
Thousand Oaks, CA, London: Sage Publi- 
cations, 2004. Pp. 380. 

MARY BETH MILLS 
Colby College 

Anyone interested in the diversity of con- 
temporary global migration should read this 
book. Osella and Gardner’s edited volume, 
Migration, Moa!ernity, and Social Transfiir- 
mation in South Asia, will be particularly 
useful to regional specialists; however, the 
topics, methods, and theoretical concerns of 
this admirable collection represent impor- 
tant directions of analysis for migration 
scholarship regardless of geographic focus. 
The editors provide a thoughtful introduc- 
tion that contextualizes the thirteen sub- 
stantive chapters within a broader literature. 
Osella and Gardner also offer a succinct and 
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insightful summary of the various authors’ 
collective goals. Taken as a whole, these pa- 
pers seek to broaden our understanding of 
the lived experiences of migration and its 
complex consequences. In particular, the 
authors present a series of grounded ethno- 
graphic studies that challenge static and ste- 
reotypical models of mobility. Their re- 
search exemplifies the rich insights to be 
gained from close attention to locally situ- 
ated practices and patterns of mobility. 

Of special interest to readers, is the 
inclusion - within a single volume - of 
studies that cover such a broad range of mi- 
gratory contexts: transnational and internal 
movement, urban and rural settings, as well 
as predominantly male, female, and mixed 
migrant streams. Diverse case studies draw 
on research conducted in different parts of 
Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan. 
The resulting portrait of South Asian mo- 
bility highlights the transformative power of 
migration experiences while underscoring 
the unpredictable and often ambivalent out- 
comes that this mobility entails, not only for 
those who move but also for their sending 
and receiving locales. 

The volume’s essays, in different 
ways, tackle multiple dimensions and effects 
of mobility - economic and material goals, 
religious and spiritual beliefs and practices, 

social and political negotiations, shifts in 
gender and household roles and statuses, 
among other subjects. Arguing against for- 
mulaic models of analysis, this collection 
nonetheless makes clear the central impor- 
tance of attending to migrants’ own situated 
agency in assessing the migration process. In 
particular, the authors illuminate the com- 
plex but enormously powerful role that 
ideological constructs of modernity (and 
concomitant forms of commodity con- 
sumption and desire) play in shaping the 
divergent lived experiences and self- 
understandings of migrants throughout the 
region. Notable here is the distinction raised 
between the rhetoric of migration (the sym- 
bolic discourses in which migrants and oth- 
ers engage) and the actual outcomes of geo- 
graphic movement, typically more contested 
and ambivalent than many participants may 
be willing to acknowledge. 

Nuanced and insightful, Osella and 
Gardner’s volume represents a valuable con- 
tribution toward a more complete ethnog- 
raphy of contemporary South Asian migra- 
tion. Just as important, however, these es- 
says offer concrete models for future 
research, models that will be of use to schol- 
ars working in many different parts of the 
world. 


